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The medal referred to bears on the obverse a profile of Cooper
and around it the legend "The Personification of Honor, Truth,
and Justice"; and on the reverse an oak wreath and the inscrip-
tion, "To J. Fenimore Cooper, The Offering of a Grateful
Heart for His Disinterested Vindication of His Brother Sailor,
Jesse D. Elliott."

FROM  COMMODORE JESSE DUNCAN ELLIOTT

Navy Yard, Phila., Jany. 13, 1845
Dear Sir

Every days experience satisfies me of the propriety of
having the medal struck of you. Cooper, answer me right
to the point, I am urged to take a position at Washington,
how would you like to fill the Navy office ?

I have a letter of Congratulation from Genl. Jackson
saying no Man on earth rejoices more than he that I am
in full possession of all my honors and long may I live
to carry the stars and stripes successfully through every
clime and sea, that Mr. Polk is my warmest friend, and
the old man sends me a lock of his hair to be divided in
my family and as I want you to allow me to adopt yours
I send a portion for them and for your good Sister Mrs.
Pomeroy. What you lost by not coming to New York!
The Interview of Dallas and I with Mr. Gallatin was
rich in the extreme. Judge Gibson says if you had have
been there enough would have [been] suggested for a
Book. Imagine the Statesman impeling the young War-
rior on to battle, subsequently at Genets, the youthful
Dallas at his side, he with one foot in the grave, he seeing
now the one at the head of his profession, still in vigor,
the other with apparent premature old age still in the
possession of all his rigging, Vice Prest. elect of theeir/ies book, where
